
 

 

Artslink’s Poetry Project 2021 
 
In Spring 2021 Artslink, working closely with the Herefordshire and 

Worcestershire Virtual Schools, teamed up with professional poet Matt Windle 
(Poet with Punch) to offer an online poetry project to care experienced children 

& young people across the West Midlands. 

 
Using a specially built Rhyming Couplets Generator, participants were able to 

learn how to write rhyming couplets, and then digitally submit verses around 
three different themes to Artslink, for Matt then to assemble and turn into big 

poems. 
 

Pen names of contributing poets 
Attila Poe 

Choppa Funk 
DJ Alien 

DJ Wilde 
Doodle Cruise 

Empire Cube 
Empire Fly 

Fresh Dogg 

Ice Boom 

Lil Alien 

Lil Funk 
Lil Motion 

Lil Poe 
Lil Speare 

Othello Cube  
Ozzy Alien 

Ozzy Speare 

 

About Artslink 
Artslink was set up in 2018 by the consortium of 14 Virtual Schools across the 

West Midlands, with support from Arts Connect. Its mission is to create a high-
quality arts and cultural offer which all children in care across the West 

Midlands can access. 
 

The Artslink offer is underpinned by a model of a progression pathway which 
provides a range of experiences and opportunities that enables children in care 

to develop their interests and talents. 
 

Artslink is managed by the West Midlands Virtual Schools Children in Care 
Foundation, and funded by the West Midlands Virtual Schools matched by a 

Partnership Investment Programme grant from Arts Connect, the Arts Council 

Bridge Organisation for the West Midlands.   



 

This is me 

 

Stand up for all that you love and believe, 

With a ‘can do’ attitude we can achieve. 

Life is a labyrinth, but I know that I can exceed, 

Have faith in your passions and trust your number one needs. 

Othello Cube will get their hands dirty, but can also be glam 

They wear nails and lashes and sometimes fake tan; 

They understand that they may not always achieve success, 

But they can promise you that they will always give their best. 

They’re also physically fit and like to work out, 

In fitness challenges they have a desire to win, without doubt . 

Fresh Dogg feels protected within their fort, 

Having a good work ethic is instinctively taught. 

So please never tell them that they don’t fit in – 

They’re awesome – you should see their winning grin!  

Choppa Funk’s foster dad was a fantastic soldier, 

So strong that he can throw a boulder. 

Cola and Fizz are their pet dogs, 

They get excited and like to chase big, green frogs. 

Being yourself is the best thing that you can do, 

There are 8 billion people on this planet…and none of them are you. 

It’s ok if you feel lost and a little incomplete, 

Remember that you’re a special being, which makes you unique!   

  



Space 

 

We live in the cosmos that we can search and explore 

There are galaxies surrounding us and beyond that, so much more 

Travelling through space? I believe that we can make it happen; 

With their rocket smoke you could draw a really cool pattern. 

If space were a bouncy castle, Ozzy Speare would jump and explore, 

The universe is a perfect realm for them to adore. 

Where they live, they have a universe room 

And 70 pictures of the glorious moon. 

DJ Wilde doesn’t know why getting to Mars is such a race, 

It’s dry and orange and that’s just not their taste. 

But if you’re going to the moon then wear your space boots, 

It’s going to be a blast once DJ Alien puts on their space suit! 

Empire Fly wants to live amongst the stars, 

And have friends that live on Jupiter and Ozzy Alien on Mars. 

Othello Cube will book a holiday and go to Venus, 

With only one planet standing in between us. 

Whilst Attila Poe watched their favourite cartoon, 

They thought to themselves ‘I want to wander to the moon’. 

So always be true to the person that you are, 

Why reach for the sky when you can shoot for the stars? 

  



Food 

 

We tend to eat for pleasure but it’s important for your health 

So, do have a little treat but also look after yourself 

Some have to dunk biscuits in their brew, 

Eating is one of the best things that you can do!  

Without nice food they may turn vicious, 

They want to eat a dinner that’s tasty and nutritious. 

Who doesn’t like chicken and rice? 

It tastes so good you could eat it twice! 

Keleigh says Hi and that she loves figure skating, 

And sometimes, in the kitchen, you may find her baking. 

She bakes cakes, scones and brownies too, 

If you’re lucky she may bake some for you. 

Lil Funk’s favourite food has to be chicken 

Especially from the place where it is finger lickin’. 

Because that food is so tasty and good, 

But Lil Speare prefers a sweet, sugary pud. 

Of course, Lil Motion really likes to eat food, 

It helps them to snap out of a really bad mood. 

Ice Boom has extra meat with their juicy lamb, 

But they try to never eat it straight from a can. 

In the morning them and their breakfast are savage, 

On the evening they eat a main course with a side of cabbage. 

Boom eats cheese in the breeze, 

And then eats peas under trees. 

Someone ate Lil Speare’s food, 

If they find out who it was, they’ll get booed. 

Attila won’t dare eat your reeking cheese, 

They would rather feast on sweeties, please! 

Lil funk licks their lips when eating pork, 

As they pick up their knife... and their fork. 

Waffles are the best, so fluffy and sweet, 

Belgian ones with sugar just cannot be beat. 



Lil Alien likes a side of chips, 

Dunking them into their favourite dips. 

Choppa Funk’s brother smells as lovely as jam, 

They will always be his number one fan. 

And their nan likes to eat fluffy chips, 

Whilst listening to all of her favourite pop hits. 

So, find a healthy balance between your vegetables and sweets, 

Because remember that YOU… are what you eat! 


